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üREACH Regulation requires information on substances 

contained in/ used in the manufacturing of articles. 

üWhen supplying/ exporting apparel to EU, the article from 

REACH point of view would include the product itself and the 

packaging. 

ü The main suppliers to the EU are in Asia (with India and 

China being one of the major suppliers) Turkey and 

Switzerland. 

ü In case the exporter exports jeans having buttons, buckles, 

Zips, etc. then each of these parts when placed in EU 

market will individually be treated as articles within REACH. 



An object which during production is given a special 
shape, surface or design which determines its function 
to a greater degree than its chemical composition 
(REACH Article 3)

üAn article is composed of one or more substances or 
preparations

üSpecific substances may be added to give the article 
special properties

üExamples Ą furniture, clothes, vehicles, toys



A Scenario

A Swedish retailer buys ladies top with a plastic belt from an 
Indian based garment company with an own production site 
in India.

The retailer asks the garment manufacturer to sign a 
declaration that his products are REACH compliant.

The garment manufacturer is sure that he is not using any 
chemicals in his factory and signs the declaration.

Neither the retailer nor the garment manufacturer have any 
idea if this product might be affected by the REACH directive

The quality department makes a chemical analysis on 
Phthalates (Phthalates are additives which give to resins 
and plastics elasticity and softness) within regular quality 
checks on samples taken from the stores.



Result:

�‡Nothing  was detected in the Top

�‡��High concentration  of 4.5 % (w/w) of Phthalates in 

the belt restricted by the REACH directive.


